
Ranked Choice Voting:
Sensible. Proven. Cost-effective. 

What is Ranked Choice Voting? 
Ranked Choice Voting (a.k.a. Instant Runoff Voting) is a tested, trusted reform 
that allows voters to rank preferences on the ballot – 1st choice, 2nd choice, 
3rd choice, etc.

Ranked Ballot
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Example:

Step 1:  The votes are 
counted and three candi-
dates receive the following:  
Candidate A gets 39%, B 
gets 24%, C gets 37%.  
No one has a majority.

Step 2:  Candidate B is 
dropped and the ballots 
with A and C are counted.  
Candidate A gets 54% and 
C gets 46%.  Candidate 
A receives a majority and 
wins.

When could it have made a difference?  
With third parties here to stay, plurality outcomes are a fact of life – until we 
enact RCV! 
• Not one gubernatorial race has ended in a majority victory since 1994. Gov. 

Dayton took office with 44% of the vote; Pawlenty with 46% (2006) and 
44% (2002); Ventura with just 37% (1998). 

• And the costly, protracted 2008 U.S. Senate race? Eight months after Election 
Day, Sen. Franken took office with 42% of the vote.
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How RCV Works:
1) Voters rank their first, second and 

third choices. In a single-seat race, if 
someone gets over 50% they win.

2) If no one gets over 50% then the 
candidate with the fewest votes is 
dropped and his/her votes are al-
located to the remaining candidates 
based on who was in the #2 slot 
on the dropped candidate’s ballots.

3) When a candidate receives a 
majority (50 + 1% or more) that 
candidate wins.

And the winner of a majority 
of the votes wins the election!
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What RCV Does:
• The first candidate who gets a majority of votes wins. The “majority rules” 

rather than the “largest minority rules”.  The winning candidate can be accepted 
as the candidate who received “majority support” rather than being labeled as 
someone who “never received majority support”.  

• RCV simplifies the election process, saves money and increases voter 
participation. RCV consolidates two rounds – a nonpartisan primary and 
a general election or a partisan general election with a runoff – into a single 
general election, reducing the cost of elections for candidates and taxpayers and 
increasing the number of voters who elect the winner.  

• RCV decreases barriers for military voters. If a primary is too close to the 
general election, it is difficult to print and mail ballots to military and other vot-
ers abroad and have them returned in time to be counted. RCV allows overseas 
voters to fill out one ranked ballot. If their first choice is eliminated in the pri-
mary, their ballot is counted toward their second choice in the general election.   

• RCV upholds “one person-one vote.”  “Every voter has the same oppor-
tunity to rank candidates when she casts her ballot, and in each round every vot-
er’s vote carries the same value.” - Former Minnesota Supreme Court Justice 
Eric Magnusson in a unanimous ruling, June 11, 2009. 

• RCV promotes more civil elections. RCV discourages negative campaigning 
and promotes issue-based debates by providing a real incentive for candidates 
to appeal to voters for second-place votes. 

What RCV is Not:
• RCV is not new.  It is a tested and proven system that is used in a growing 

number of cities, including Minneapolis, St. Paul, San Francisco and Portland 
(Maine) and in many states for military and overseas voters. RCV is also used in 
democracies across the world such as Australia and Ireland. 

• RCV is not confusing. While RCV is a new way of voting in Minnesota, 
voters find RCV easy to use when provided with proper education.  In 
fact, 95 percent of first-time RCV voters polled in Minneapolis found RCV 
simple to use.  

• RCV is not partisan.  RCV does not favor any party. It helps both major par-
ties by freeing their candidates from the fear that an independent candidate 
would spoil their election and enables them to get votes back from third-party 
voters in the form of second choices. 

How You Can Help
• Vote to endorse Ranked Choice Voting in the party platform. 

• Contact your legislators and ask them to support the RCV local control bill.


