
Ranked Choice Voting:
The Future of Voting in Minnesota 

Ensures majority rule:  In single-seat races, RCV ensures that the prevailing candidate 
has a majority of voter support, safeguarding against a winner who is disliked by most voters.

Prevents “spoilers:”  RCV eliminates the problem of “wasted votes” and ensures that 
votes for third-party candidates can come back to the majority party in the form of second-
choice votes, eliminating the “spoiler” problem.

Gives more voters more choices:  RCV eliminates the problem of “wasted votes” 
and allows voters to vote sincerely without worrying that voting for their favorite candidate 
might help elect the candidate they like the least.

Produces more representative outcomes, expands opportunities 
for women and people of color: 
By eliminating costly, low-turnout municipal 
primaries that disproportionately exclude 
communities of color and consolidating 
voting in one higher-turnout, more diverse 
November election, RCV increases effective 
voter participation and results in more 
representative outcomes. RCV makes it 
possible for more women and minority 
communities to win representation, whether 
in single- or multi-seat elections.

Reduces polarization, promotes 
civility:  Under RCV, candidates win by 
reaching beyond their base and find common 
ground with other candidates. Ranked Voting 
discourages attack politics, instead promoting 
campaigning based on ideas and positions. 
Besides fostering true majority mandates, it can reduce political extremism and spur consensus-
making and problem-solving once candidates take office.

Simplifies elections, saves money:  RCV consolidates two rounds – a nonpartisan 
primary and a general election, or a partisan general election with a runoff – into a single 
general election, reducing election costs for candidates and taxpayers. It also eliminates barriers 
for military and overseas voters who have to receive and return ballots between a primary and 
general election in time to be counted. 

  Paves the way for new, 
smarter voting equipment:  
With RCV we’ll be able to modern-
ize our tallying process as Minnesota 
counties replace their aging voting 
equipment in the coming years. 
New “smart” scanners will be able 
to tally RCV elections quickly and 
accurately and make elections 
more transparent, recording the 
image of each ballot.

See what many have to say 
about Ranked Choice Voting 
on the other side.

In Oakland, Califormia, RCV helped 
Jean Quan become the first Asian 
American woman elected mayor of a 
major U.S. city.  Quan was outspent 
nearly 5 to 1 by her main opponent, 
but her emphasis on face-to-face 
campaigning and on finding common 
ground with other candidates put her 
over the top. Quan leveraged the fact 
that under RCV, collaboration – a skill 
familiar to women -- gets results.

Ranked Ballot
Fill in the ovals by ranking

candidates in order of preference.
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Ranked Choice Voting... 
 “...is the best and most democratic way . . .  to elect people in 
multiparty elections.”
                   ~ former Vermont Governor and DNC Chair Howard Dean

“...will expand political access for underrepresented communities 
and give a voice and representation to all people.”
                 ~ Keith Ellison, U.S. Congressman, MN 5th District

 “...discourages the negative campaigning that has come to 
embody political races in recent years. Candidates may need to 
attract the second or third rankings of rivals’ supporters to 
garner the majority of votes necessary to win.” 
                               ~Governor Mark Dayton

 “...is about including more people in the process and making 
every vote matter. Minneapolis proved RCV works well and we 
can do this in Minnesota.”
       ~ former MN House Speaker Margaret Anderson Kelliher

“...strengthens participatory democracy. Municipal primary 
turnout is traditionally low and unrepresentative, yet it’s where 
critical decisions are made. RCV increases voter confidence 
and participation by electing winners in one November election 
when turnout is highest and most diverse.”
                                 ~ Minnesota Rep. Erin Murphy
 
 
“...is transforming Bay Area elections for the better -- from 
overcoming candidate spending disparities, promoting issue-
based campaigning and fostering greater political inclusion for 
historically underrepresented communities. I look eagerly 
forward to realizing those benefits of RCV in Minneapolis, 
St. Paul and elsewhere across Minnesota.
                       ~ Minnesota Rep. Jeff Hayden

How RCV Works:
1) Voters rank candidates on the ballot -- 1st choice, 2nd choice, 3rd 

etc.  If one wins 50% of 1st choice votes, that candidate wins.
2) If not, drop the lowest vote getter and reassign these votes to 

remaining candidates based on those voters’ 2nd choices.

3) Repeat until one candidate has a majority of continuing ballots, or 
in multi-seat elections, until all seats are filled.
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